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Blackball Rules

Summary of Key Points:

Breaking
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Lag to decide who Breaks first, alternate breaks thereafter.

Break from anywhere in Baulk (behind the line). 

Legal Break - 2 balls must pass the middle pockets or a ball must be potted.

Penalty – one free shot, with a Free table, plus one visit. May move cue ball to baulk and/or re-rack balls if desired. 

Blackball potted off break = re-rack, same player breaks.

Deciding Colours

The table is always Open after the break shot regardless of what has been potted.

The first legal pot on a visit (not a free shot) determines the colours. 

If balls of both colours are potted the table remains open.

No nomination is necessary.

General Play

Legal Shot – A player must hit the cue ball and it must contact a ball of his own colour first (except after a foul). One or more balls must be potted and/or at least one ball must hit a cushion AFTER contact. Combination shots are allowed. i.e it is fine to pot one or more of your opponents ball as long as you hit one of your balls first and one or more of your balls are potted in the same shot.

A players Visit will continue until the player in control either fails to legally pot a ball of their own colour or commits a foul. Play will then pass to their opponent. 

Fouls 

Potting the Cue Ball

Cue ball not hitting any ball

Cue ball contacting ball of opponents colour or black first. Exception : when you have a Free table. 

Cue ball or another ball not hitting a cushion AFTER contacting a ball. Exception : Unless you are snookered. 

Making any ball leave the table. 

Jumping over a ball. 

Touching any ball with anything except the tip of your cue. Exception : when you have cue ball in hand. 

Playing a push shot.

Not playing a shot within 60 seconds – optional rule

The Penalty after a Foul is One Free Shot with a Free Table. The player has the option to play the cue ball from where it lies or ask for it to be moved into baulk. The player then continues their visit. 

Free Table 

Player can hit, and/or pot, any ball. Can hit, but can't pot, the black.

Loss of frame Fouls

Potting the Black when not "on" it. 

Potting the black with a foul shot. 

Playing a "Deliberate" Foul. 

Touching the cue ball when you do not have Ball in Hand. 

Stalemate

If it is not possible for a legal shot to be played then the frame shall be restarted.

Winning

A Player wins by legally potting all their balls plus the black. They may pot their last ball(s) and the Black in the same shot.
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